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Cover Coin 

Ionian League 

Antoninus Pius, 138-161 A.D. 
Bronze medallion (42 mm, 53.71 gm), struck circa 140 A.D. 

Obverse: AY KAI-TI AI AAPIANOC—ANTQNEINOC ET, laureate and draped bust of 

Antoninus Pius left, border of dots. 
Reverse: KOINON IP THOAEON IIPON KA ®PONTON ACIAPX KAI ARXI IP IO-—A- 

EON, the rape of Proserpina: Hades in quadriga right, holding swooning Proserpina; 
above the rearing horses, an Eros with torch; at the ground line a fallen vase with 

flowers; border of dots. 

BMC p. 16, 1. J. U. Gillespie, ‘A study of the coinage of the ‘Ionian League’, RBN 1956, 
p. 47, 3. J. U. Gillespie, RBN 1959, p. 212, fig. 1 (= Coll. Lucien de Hirsch 1497). Ex Leu 10 

CI9V4) loti 71. 

Very rare and very fine. $6500.00 

The Ionian League was an ancient confederation of thirteen Ionian cities: Colophon, Ephesus, 

Erythrae, Lebedus, Miletus, Myus, Phocaea, Priene, Teos, Chios, Samos and Smyrna, the last 

being a Hellenistic addition. Under the Roman empire the League held games called the 

Panionia or Panionia Pythia. In the time of Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius these rare 

medallions were struck for the occasion of the festival by the League’s Asiarch and High Priest 

M. Cl. Fronto. 



to 

3. 

i UE 

GREEK IMPERIAL COINS 

Unless otherwise stated the obverse type is imperial portrait right or left. 

. Thrace, Abdera, Antoninus Pius, 138-161 A.D., AE 13 mm. Rev: Nike standing left on 

globe, holding wreath and palm. Cf. BMC 95 (Trajan). Very fine 

—, Maroneia, Commodus, 177-192 A.D., AE 23 mm. Rev: Dionysus standing left, holding 

grape cluster, resting on filleted thyrsus. Cf. SNG Copenhagen (Septimius Severus). 
Very fine 

Corinthia, Corinth, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., AE 24mm. Rev: Athena standing left, holding 

Nike and spear, shield at side, owl in front. Cf. SNG Copenhagen 359 (Septimius Severus) 
and BMC 667 (Plautilla). Obv. countermark: head of Severan woman (Julia Maesa?). Rare 

in this condition. About very fine 

Arcadia, Orchomenus, Julia Domna, + 217 A.D., AE 23 mm. Rev: Tyche standing facing, 

holding rudder and cornucopiae. HN p. 451. Rare. Fine 

Crete, Cnossus, Nero and Octavia, 54-62 A.D., AE 27 mm. Rev: Confronted busts of Nero 

and Octavia. Svoronos 217. Rare. Fine 

—, Gortyna, Caligula and Germanicus, 37-41 A.D., AE 21 mm. Rev: Laureate bust of 
Germanicus right. BMC 80-83, pl. xi, 15. Fine with brown patina 

. Pontus, Amasia, Marcus Aurelius, 161-180 A.D., AE 35 mm. Rev: Marcus Aurelius and 
Lucius Verus standing confronted with clasped hands. BMC 3. About very fine 

——, Lucius Verus, 161-169 A.D., AE 35 mm. Rev: Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus 

standing confronted with clasped hands. BMC 5S. Bold style. About very fine 

This issue was struck in the name of each of the two co-emperors. Coins bearing the 
portrait of Lucius Verus are the scarcer. 

——, Septimius Severus, 193-211 A.D., AE 30 mm. Rev: Athena standing left, holding 

spear and shield. Rec. Gen. 46, pl. v, 6. About very fine 

——, Severus Alexander, as Caesar 221-222 A.D., AE 32 mm. Rev: Asclepius and Hygieia 
standing facing. Rec. Gen. 103, pl. vi, 11. Mottled rev. surface, otherwise extremely fine 

Asclepius was fundamentally a chthonic deity. His cult may have originated at Tricca in 

Thessaly, spreading first into central Greece, then across the Aegean islands to Asia Minor. 

The cult of his daughter Hygieia, a personification of health, was perhaps native to the 

Peloponnesus. Major centers of their worship in Roman times were Epidaurus, Athens, 

Cos, Pergamum and Smyrna. These centers resembled modern sanatoria, with baths, 
gymnasia and theatres in addition to the temple sanctuary. The cult of Asclepius was 

characterized by individualism and personal devotion to the deity as well as the usual 
formal observances. 

—, Amisus, Aemilian, 252-253 A.D., AE 27 mm. Rev: Zeus enthroned left, holding globe 

and sceptre. Cf. Rec. Gen. 148 (obv.) and 152 (same rev., for Salonina). Rare. Very fine 
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—, Neocaesareia, Gordian III, 238-244 A.D., AE 31 mm. Dated 241 A.D. Rev: Large prize 
crown with spines, two palms inside. Cf. BMC 12-15. Scarce. 

Good very fine with pleasing portrait 

Neocaesareia (formerly Cabeira) was the mint city of the koinon of Pontus, a merger of 

the two koina of Pontus Galaticus (capital Amasia) and Pontus Polemoniacus. Its coins 
are dated according to an era beginning in 63 A.D., the year of the Roman annexation of 

Pontus Polemoniacus, the former kingdom of Pontus and Bosporus. The prize crown seen 
in detail on the reverse symbolizes the Actian games celebrated at Neocaesareia as at 
many cities in honor of Augustus’ defeat of Marc Antony and Cleopatra. 

——, Gallienus, 253-268 A.D., AE 25 mm. Dated 262/263 A.D. Rev: Agonistic crown with 

A onitront, BMC 18. Kec, Gen. 72, pl: xiv, 9: Extremely fine with lovely green patina 

—, Zela, Geta, as Caesar 198-209 A.D., AE 30 mm. Rev: Zeus Epicarpeios enthroned left, 

holding grapes. Cf. SNG von Aulock 142 (Caracalla). Weber —. Kl. M. —. Scarce city. 
Good very fine 

Zeus Epicarpeios was a local fertility god identified with the Greek Zeus and represented 

here in a typical Hellenic attitude, much like Baal of Tarsus. The date in the exergue on 
the reverse looks like PI, but that is too early for Geta, whose name is clearly legible on 

the obverse. Probably the date is a poorly struck PM, making this coin part of the large 

series of 206 A.D. 

. Paphlagonia, Amastris, time of Mithradates VI, circa 116 A.D., AE 20 mm. Diademed 

head of Homer right, countermark of bearded male below/Sarapis seated left, holding 
sceptre, Cerberus at feet. SNG von Aulock 6806. Fine 

Bithynia, Juliopolis, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., AE 40 mm. Rev: Athena standing right, 
presenting wreath-bearing Nike to Hermes who stands left, below river god Sangarios 

reclining left, resting elbow on urn. Rec. Gen. 25, pl. lxiii, 20, this coin. Ex Mabbott sale 

lot 1120, ex Waldeck collection. Very rare. Very fine with dark black patina 

The Sangarios was one of two local rivers often represented on the coins of Juliopolis. 

The exact symbolism of this interesting scene is unfortunately unknown. 

——, Maximus, Caesar 235-238 A.D., AE 24 mm. Rev: Sarapis standing left, holding 

sceptre. Cf. SNG von Aulock 6971 (Septimius Severus). Fine 

—, Nicaea, Commodus, 177-192 A.D., AE 27 mm. Rev: Bust of Tyche of Nicaea right, 

wearing turreted crown and ivy wreath. Rec. Gen. 282, pl. lxxiv, 20. Very fine 

—, Nicomedia, Commodus, as Caesar 175-177 A.D., AE 32 mm. Rev: Horseman with 

lance prancing right. Cf. SNG von Aulock 786 (rev.). Weber —. Kl. M. —. Rare. 

Very fine/Fine 

The style and engraving technique of the obverse of this coin are very fine, easily com- 

parable to the best contemporary work of the imperial Roman mint. 

——, Valerian I, Gallienus and Valerian II, 253-268 A.D., AE 25 mm. Laureate, draped and 

cuirassed busts of Valerian I and Gallienus confronted, below them laureate and draped 

bust of Valerian II right/Two temples in perspective, between them serpent rising from 
altar, above the front of a third temple in which a statue of Demeter, holding torch and 
corn ears. Rec. Gen. 407. BMC 68, pl. xxxiv, 17. SNG Copenhagen 582. Very fine 

The reverse depicts the temple of Demeter, chief goddess of Nicomedia, flanked by the 
city’s two Neocorate temples—temples dedicated to the imperial cult or to some other 
prominent cult which had caused the emperor to bestow the honorary title ‘‘Neocoros”’ 

on the city. As Price and Trell point out (Coins and Their Cities, p. 27), these assemblages 
of temples on coins do not usually reflect actual geographical proximity. The snake may 
well be that which according to legend appeared to the civic founder Nicomedes to 

indicate the site of the future city. 
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. Mysia, Lampsacus, Marcus Aurelius, 161-180 A.D., AE 20 mm. Rev: Athena standing left, 

holding Nike, spear and shield. BMC —. Ex Mabbott sale lot 1296. Very rare. Fine 

. Troas, Alexandria, Julia Mamaea, mother of Severus Alexander, AE 23 mm. Rev: She-wolf 

suckling twins. Mionnet 278. About very fine 

Lesbos, Eresus, Antoninus Pius, 138-161 A.D., AE 18 mm. Rev: Bust of Sappho right. 

Cf. Waddington 1371. BMC —. Ex Mabbott sale lot 1441. Very rare. Fine 

Eresus was supposed to be the birthplace of Sappho. 

——, Geta, 209-212 A.D., AE 18 mm. Rev: Tyche standing left, holding rudder and 

cornucopiae. H.N. p. 560. BMC —. SNG Copenhagen —. Rare. Good very fine 

—, Methymna, Severus Alexander, 2223-235 A.D., AE 18 mm. Rev: Arion seated right on 

dolphin, holding lyre and plectrum. BMC 48. Very fine 

The island of Lesbos was the home of a major poetic school in the sixth century B.C. and 
thus was always associated with music. The reverse of this coin illustrates the tale told in 
Herodotus of the famous musician Arion of Methymna. While travelling by sea he was 
forced to fling himself into the ocean to escape the designs of a treacherous crew but 
was rescued by a dolphin who carried him safely to port. 

Ionia, Colophon, Trebonianus Gallus, 251-253 A.D., AE 35 mm. Rev: The thirteen cities 

of the Ionian League, personified as females, standing before the temple of Apollo 
Clarios, where a sacrificial bull approaches a flaming altar. Mionnet 143. BMC 60. Ex 
Mabbott sale lot 1474. Very rare. Fine 

Thirteen cities of Ionia had been united since the eighth century B.C. or earlier in a 
religious koinon or amphictyony dedicated to Poseidon. The best pictorial symbols for 

this league are found on these rare issues of Colophon. 

—, Ephesus, Geta, 209-212 A.D., AE 18 mm. Rev: Two children casting lots before cult 
statue of Artemis Ephesia, who is flanked by the sun and the moon. SNG von Aulock 

7876. Ex Mabbott sale lot 1499. Fine 

——, Julia Mamaea, mother of Severus Alexander, AE 30 mm. Rev: Carpentum drawn 

right by two mules. SNG von Aulock 1911. Nice style. Bold very fine 

The reverse shows the sacred cart of Ephesian Artemis, identified by the inscription 

ATIHNH IEPA. 

Islands of Ionia, Samos, Julia Mamaea, mother of Severus Alexander, AE 28.5 mm. Rev: 

Tyche standing left, holding rudder and cornucopiae. BMC 284. Fine 

Caria, Aphrodisias, Salonina, wife of Gallienus, AE 23 mm. Rev: Hermes walking right, 

dragging ram and holding caduceus. Mionnet 163. Ex Mabbott sale lot 1699. Rare. Fine 

—, Stratonicaea, Septimius Severus and Julia Domna, 193-211 A.D., AE 37 mm. Confronted 

busts of Septimius Severus and Julia Domna, countermark helmeted head right/Cult 
statue of Ephesian Artemis flanked by two stags. SNG von Aulock 2670 (with same 
countermark). Very rare. Planchet defect, otherwise fine 

Islands off Caria, Cos, Augustus, 27 B.C.-14 A.D., AE 16 mm. Rev: Club on right, on left 
serpent coiled around staff. Slightly bent, otherwise extremely fine 

The reverse presents the attributes of the two chief deities of Cos, Heracles, patron of the 

Dorian race, and Asclepius, whose sanctuary on Cos was founded in the middle of the 
fourth century B.C. through the efforts of the great physician Hippocrates. The snake 
with its chthonic and fertility symbolism was inseparable from Asclepius, who may have 
begun as a chthonic deity. 
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Lydia, Germe, circa 80-250 A.D., AE 26 mm. Draped bust of the Senate right/Zeus 
enthroned left, holding Nike and sceptre. BMC —. SNG von Aulock —. SNG Copenhagen 

—, Bold fine 

—, Sala, Hadrian, 117-138 A.D., AE 25 mm. Rev: Zeus Lydios standing left, holding eagle 
and sceptre. BMC 31. Good very fine 

. —, Sardes, Drusus Jr. and Germanicus, + 23 and 19 A.D., AE 26 mm. Drusus Jr. and 

Germanicus, togate, seated left on curule chairs/Wreath and inscription. BMC 104, 105. 
Rare and of lovely style. About very fine 

This coin was struck under the high priest Alexander, son of Cleon, at the very beginning 
of Caligula’s reign. Most of the issue was restruck by the proconsul C. Asinius Pollio in 

37-38 A.D., with new legends which substituted his name for that of the local magistrate. 

The coin is scarce unrestruck, rare in this condition. 

. —, Thyatira, Crispina, wife of Commodus, AE 28 mm. Rev: Hermes standing right, hold- 

ing caduceus, ram beside him. BMC —. SNG von Aulock —. SNG Copenhagen —. Weber —. 

Good fine plus 

Phrygia, Aezanis, Caligula, 37-41 A.D., AE 18 mm. Rev: Zeus of Aezanis standing left, 

holding eagle and sceptre. BMC 58. Fine 

——, time of Gallienus, 253-268 A.D., AE 28 mm. Diademed head of Demos right/Helios 
in facing quadriga. BMC 35, pl., v, 6. Bold very fine with green patina 

—, Apameia, Philip I, 244-249 A.D., AE 39 mm. Rev: Lion walking right, filleted thyrsus 

in front, above cista mystica with conical cover. BMC 183. SNG von Aulock 3511. 
About extremely fine 

The Dionysiac symbolism of the reverse may have some association with Apameia’s 
history as a mint for the cistophoric coinage, which also bere Dionysiac types. 

—, Cibyra, Domitian and Domitia, 81-96 A.D., AE 23 mm. Confronted busts of Domitian 

and Domitia/Zeus enthroned left. BMC 45. Rare. Bold fine 

Portraits of Domitia are scarce on Greek imperial coinage. 

—, Eumeneia, Antoninus Pius, 138-161 A.D., AE 27 mm. Rev: Cult statue of Ephesian 

Artemis flanked by two stags. BMC 54. About very fine 

—, Hieropolis, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.57 gm). Struck 215-217 

A.D. Rev: Eagle standing facing, head nght, between legs lion walking right. Bellinger 95. 
Extremely fine 

—, Laodiceia ad Lycum, Domitia, wife of Domitian, AE 23 mm. Rev: Tetrastyle temple. 

Cf. SNG Copenhagen 573 (rev.). Rare. Bold fine plus 

It appears that Laodiceia’s coins were struck only on the occasion of festivals. The temple 
on the reverse may be that of Zeus Laodikeios which was probably constructed in the 

time of Domitian. 

—— and Smyrna in alliance, time of Nero, circa 53-54 A.D., AE 25 mm. Laureate heads of 
Claudius and Nero confronted/Zeus Laodikeios standing left, holding eagle and sceptre. 
BMC 263. SNG Copenhagen 613. Bold very fine 

The priestly magistrate whose name appears on the reverse of this coin, Antonius Zeno, 

son of Polemo, is a member of the wealthy and influential Zenonid family, whose role in 

the civic life of Laodiceia was studied by W. M. Ramsay. 
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—, Metropolis, Philip [, 244-249 A.D., AE 33 mm. Rev: Cybele enthroned left, crouching 
lion under throne. SNG von Aulock 3883. Very fine 

Metropolis in Phrygia coined only for Philip and for Trajan Decius and family. Cybele, 
who appears on the reverse, is a typical highland Anatolian deity. This coin offers a good 

example of the hieratic, unveristic style of portrait that developed in Anatolia in the third 

century A.D., on which see C. C. Vermeule, Roman Imperial Art in Greece and Asia 

Minor (Cambridge, Mass., 1968). 

—, Philomelium, Geta, 209-212 A.D., AE 24 mm. Rev: Tyche standing left, holding rudder 

and cornucopiae. Cf. BMC 11 (Septimius Severus). Very fine 

—, Synnada, time of Gallienus, 253-268 A.D., AE 24 mm. Bearded head of Heracles right/ 

Cippus flanked by two palms, within a temple front of two columns and arched pediment 
containing a star. BMC 29. Rare. Bold fine 

Pamphylia, Perga, Gallienus, 253-268 A.D., AE 31 mm. Rev: Three athletes with prize 

amphora, prize crown above. Cf. SNG von Aulock 8619 (Prostanna Pisidiae). Very fine 

Various games were celebrated at Perga—Pythian, Augustan (possibly the same), Caesarian 

and the unique Metropolitan games in honor of Tacitus. 

——, Salonina, wife of Gallienus, AE 30 mm. Rev: Money chest with three purses on top. 

BMC 96. Bold fine plus 

—, Side, Philip IT, 247-249 A.D., AE 39 mm. Rev: Athena standing left, holding spear. 

Cf. SNG von Aulock 4848 (Gallienus). About very fine 

——, Valerian I, 253-260 A.D., AE 30 mm. Rev: Apollo standing left, holding patera and 

sceptre. SNG von Aulock 8543, this coin. Good very fine 

Pisidia, Antioch, Gordian III, 238-244 A.D., AE sestertius (33 mm). Rev: Togate emperor 
sacrificing left over altar, three standards to left. BMC 87, pl. xxxii, 5. SNG von Aulock 
4957. Superb 

A Roman colony was established at Antioch in 25 B.C. by Augustus. The letters SR, 
which occur on the sestertii from the reign of Septimius Severus, are presumed to stand 

for Senatus Romanus and to allude to some sort of Senatorial authorization or control of 
the colony ’s coinage. 

——~—, AE sestertius. Rev: Colonial founder with team of oxen right, two standards in 
background. SNG von Aulock 4954. About very fine 

This reverse type illustrates the ceremony by which a Roman colony was founded, with 
the boundaries solemnly drawn by a team of oxen. The standards in the background 
indicate that the colony was a military settlement, land distribution being the typical 

ancient form of military retirement pension. 

—, Cremna, Jranquillina, wife of Gordian III, AE 33 mm. Rev: Cult statue of Ephesian 
Artemis flanked by two stags. SNG von Aulock 5109. Rare. Fine 

——~—, AE 21 mm. Rev: Dionysus standing left, holding cantharus and thyrsus, panther at 

feet. SNG von Aulock 5111. Very fine 

Cremna was a Roman colony, as is indicated by the Latin legends. It was never a large 
town and produced a scanty coinage, as most of the currency for central Pisidia was 

minted at the much larger nearby city of Antioch. 

——, Aurelian, 270-275 A.D., AE 31 mm. Rev: Asclepius and Hygieia standing confronted. 

SNG von Aulock 5118. Fine/Very fine 
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—, Pogla, Julia Domna, wife of Septimius Severus, AE 26 mm. Rev: Distyle arched temple 

with Corinthian columns, figure of Artemis Pergaia within. BMC 3. Rare. Very fine 

Artemis of Perga, honored on the reverse, was a typical Asian nature-fertility goddess 

assimilated to Greek Artemis and often represented in Hellenized form. 

—, Sagalassus, Herennia FEtruscilla, wife of Trajan Decius, AE 28 mm. Rev: Two altars, 
each in arch, between them a column topped by A. SNG von Aulock 5194. Fine plus 

The pair of altars on the reverse are those of the Dioscuri or a related Near Eastern 
celestial cult popular in this part of Pisidia. The column may be intended to stand for the 
whole temple but more likely indicates that the shrine was located in an open courtyard. 

Lycaonia, Iconium, time of Claudius, 41-54 A.D., AE 19 mm. Bare-headed bust of Annius 

Afrinus right/Perseus standing left, holding harpa and Gorgon’s head. SNG von Aulock 
8645. Kl. M. p. 416, 3. RN 1887, 110f. Very rare. Good very fine 

Perseus appears on this coinage as the conqueror of the Lycaonians and founder of 

Iconium. The name of the city was supposedly derived from the image (Greek icon) of 
the Gorgon, which aided him in the conquest. 

Cilicia, Aegeae, Septimius Severus, 193-217 A.D., AE 34 mm. Rev: Diademed and draped 

bust of Asclepius right. SNG von Aulock 5453. About very fine 

Aegeae had a temple of Asclepius and games in his honor, claiming that the god had 

appeared in person there. 

—, Anazarbus, Trajan and Marciana, 98-117 A.D., AE 24 mm. Rev: Diademed and draped 

bust of Marciana right. SNG von Aulock 5476. Rare. Very fine 

—, Anemurium, Valerian J, 253-260 A.D., AE 30 mm. Rev: Cult statue of Ephesian 

Artemis flanked by two stags. BMC 11. Very fine 

—, Elaeusa-Sebaste, Nero and Agrippina, 54-59 A.D., AE 24 mm. Rev: Agrippina seated 

left, holding Nike(?) and cornucopiae. Seyrig, RN 1964, RRS. Rare. 

About very fine with bold portrait and reddish-brown patina 

—, Ninica-Claudiopolis, Trajan, 98-117 A.D., AE 25 mm. Rev: Eagle standing facing, head 
right, flanked by two vexilla. BMC 1. SNG von Aulock 5765. Very fine 

—, Soli-Pompeiopolis, Septimius Severus, 193-211 A.D., AE 35 mm. Dated 207 A.D. 
Rev: Caracalla and Geta standing confronted with clasped hands. Ex Mabbott sale lot 
220-8; Extremely fine 

This impressive portrait of Septimius Severus is a choice example of the non-Roman 

portrait style that appeared in Anatolia in the third century and deeply influenced later 

Roman and Byzantine art (see no. 45 above). The letters 1 11 in the obverse field seem to 

stand for Pater Patridos (Father of the Country). The reverse type symbolizes the national 
hope—unrealized—for fraternal collaboration between the two heirs to the throne. The 

last letters of the reverse legend, TOC, are the date 273 of the Era of Pompey, who 
re-founded Soli in 66 B.C. and lent it his name. 

—, Tarsus, Pupienus, 238 A.D., AE 36 mm. Rev: Radiate emperor in military attire stand- 

ing right, trophy in front. SNG von Aulock 6035. Rare. Bold fine plus 

Pupienus and his co-emperor Balbinus are but rarely encountered on Greek imperial 

coinage, due to the short duration of their reign and the fact that it originated in Rome 

rather than in the revolt of a provincial military commander. 
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Cyprus, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (15.29 gm). Struck 215-217 A.D. 
Rev: Eagle standing facing on ear of grain, head left. Bellinger 385. Scarce. Superb 

Cappadocia, Caesareia, Diadumenian, 218 A.D., AE 25 mm. Rey: Stalks of grain on altar. 

Cf. BMC 317. Rare. Very fine with bold portrait 

The reverse types of this and the following coin allude to the cult of the emperor as 
worshipped on the holy mountain Argaeus. 

——~—, AE 24 mm. Rev: Four ears of grain on altar ornamented with relief of Mt. Argaeus. 
Ch BME St sé Fine 

Cyrrhestica, Cyrrhus, Diadumenian, 218 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.29 gm). Rev: Eagle 
standing facing on filleted thyrsus, head left (most of thyrsus off flan in this specimen). 

Bellinger 127. Very rare. Fine plus 

Syria, Antioch, Otho, 69 A.D., AE 23 mm. Rev: SC within laurel wreath. BMC 213. 
Very fine 

———, AE 26 mm. Rev: S-C within laurel wreath. Fine with unusually clear legend 

——, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (13.05 gm). Struck 214-217 A.D. 

Rev: Eagle standing facing on leg and thigh of sacrificial animal, head right, head flanked 
by -A-—-E: Bellinger 22, same obverse die. Rare with obverse bust left. Good very fine 

——, Gordian III, 238-244 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.39 gm). Rev: Eagle standing 
facing, head left with wreath in beak. BMC 494. Extremely fine 

——, Philip I, 244-249 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.65 gm). Rev: Eagle standing facing on 

palm branch, head left, S C in exergue. BMC 511. About extremely fine 

——, Philip II, 247-249 A.D., billon tetradrachm (11.36 gm). Rev: Eagle standing facing, 

head right, below ANTIOXIA over S C. BMC 560-563. Very fine 

—, Damascus, Otacilia Severa, wife of Philip I, AE 30 mm. Rev: She-wolf right suckling 
twins, behind vexillum inscribed LEG VI FR FC. BMC 25, pl. xxxyv, 2. Very fine 

‘The Sixth Legion was stationed at this time in Syria. The letters FR FC stand for the 

Legion’s epithets, which included ‘‘Ferrata’’, ‘‘Fidelis’’ and ‘‘Constans’’. 

—, Emisa, Macrinus, 217-218 A.D., billon tetradrachm (13.54 gm). Rev: Eagle standing 

facing, head left, between legs a draped bust of Helios left. Bellinger 206. Extremely fine 

The Helios symbol is no doubt Elagabalus, the great solar deity of Emisa who was soon to 
cause such consternation at Rome through the fanaticism of his high priest, the Roman 

emperor Elagabalus. 

—, Laodiceia-ad-Mare, Septimius Severus, 193-211 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.88 gm). 
Struck 202-211 A.D. Rev: Eagle standing facing, head left, star between legs. Bellinger 52. 

Very fine plus 

———, AE 26 mm. Rev: Greek inscription within laurel wreath. SNG Copenhagen 361. 
Good very fine 

——, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.33 gm). Struck 213-217 A.D. Rev: 

Eagle standing facing, head left, star between legs. Bellinger 72. Good extremely fine 

——, Macrinus, 217-218 A.D., billon tetradrachm (13.00 gm). Rev: Eagle standing facing, 
head left, star between legs. Bellinger 73. Extremely fine with expressive portrait 
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, Seleucia Pieria, Augustus, 27 B.C.-14 A.D., Silver tetradrachm (13.56 gm). Rev: 

Fulmen on cushioned throne. BMC 32. About very fine 

The thunderbolt of Zeus was an object of worship at Seleucia (Appian Syr. 58). This type 

-thunderbolt on cushioned throne—appeared on the city’s coinage from the second 
century B.C. 

——, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (14.18 gm). Struck 215-217 A.D. 
Rev: Eagle standing facing on thunderbolt, head nght. Bellinger 76. Extremely fine 

Phoenicia, Berytus, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (10.77 gm). Struck 215- 

217 A.D. Rev: Eagle standing facing, head left, prow left between legs. Bellinger 282. 

Extremely fine 

—, Byblus, Julia Soaemias, mother of Elagabalus, AE 29 mm. Rev: Statue of Astarte in 
hexastyle temple with shell-pattern arch. BMC 68. Very fine 

The Semitic mother goddess Astarte was the great deity of Phoenicia, forming a trinity 
with Baal and Marsyas. The Greeks identified her sometimes with Aphrodite, sometimes 

with Hera, while her consort was assimilated either to Poseidon or to Dionysus depending 

on the details of the local cult. This reverse perhaps does not represent the whole temple 
of Astarte at Byblus, but a niche within the sanctuary containing the cult statue. 

—, Caesareia-ad-Libanum, Elagabalus,, 218-222 A.D., AE 22 mm. Rev: Temple of Astarte, 

ITVR in exergue. Cf. BMC 9 (Severus Alexander). Very rare. Very fine 

Here Astarte is flanked by subsidiary deities who are difficult to identify. In the niche on 

the left isa mummiform goddess, perhaps Artemis of Ephesus in a local form. 

—, Tyre, Caracalla, 198-217 A.D., billon tetradrachm (12.48 gm). Struck 213-217 A.D. 

Rev: Eagle standing facing on club, head left, murex shell between legs. Bellinger 303. 
Superb 

The murex shell symbolizes the city’s lucrative dyeing industry, for the famous “‘Tyrian”’ 

purple was obtained from this mollusc. 

——, Elagabalus, 218-222 A.D., AE 29 mm. Rev: Astarte placing right hand on trophy, 
crowned by Nike, palm tree on left, murex shell on right. BMC 388. Very fine 

The victory commemorated on the reverse must be that of Elagabalus over Macrinus. 

The reverse legend refers to the colonial status (with ius Italicum) with which Tyre was 

rewarded for its support of Septimius Severus in his wars with Pescennius Niger. 

Judaea, Caesareia, Titus, 70-79 A.D., AE 22 mm. Rev: IOTAIAD EAAWKTIAY, Nike 

standing left, attaching shield to palm tree. Meshorer 236. Good very fine 

This is part of the ‘‘Judaea Capta’’ coinage struck at Caesareia to celebrate Titus’ conquest 

of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and the Roman suppression of the Jewish national revolt. 

—, Gaza, Hadrian, 117-138 A.D., AE 27 mm. Rev: City goddess standing left, holding 
sceptre and cornucopiae, beside her heifer standing left. BMC 32 variant. Scarce. 

About extremely fine and a choice specimen 

Arabia, Bostra, Hostilian and Herennius Etruscus, 251 A.D., AE.26 mm. Radiate and 

draped busts of Hostilian and Herennius Etruscus confronted/Prizes for Dusarian games 

on raised platform approached by flight of steps, all within laurel wreath. BMC 48, pl. iv, 
12. Rare. Fine plus 

This is a controversial reverse type. The BMC describes this peculiar design as three 

oddly-shaped baetyls on a platform. Price and Trell prefer to call it an altar of Dusares, 

a local god identified with Dionysus. The legend refers to the Actia Dousaria, annual 

games held in honor of the god. 
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Egypt, Alexandria, Claudius, 41-54 A.D., AE obol. Rev: Hand left, holding caduceus. 

Dattari 148. Very fine 

——, Antoninus Pius, 138-161 A.D., AE drachm. Rev: Nude Apollo standing facing 

between two draped Nemeses. BMC 1028. Very fine and of superior style 

——, Marcus Aurelius, 161-180 A.D., billon tetradrachm (13.64 gm). Rev: Helmeted and 

draped bust of Athena right. BMC —. Dattari —. Curtis —. Very rare. 

Good very fine with extremely pleasing style 

——, Lucius Verus, 161-169 A.D., AE drachm. Rev: Two Canopi confronted, the one on 

the left crowned with grain, the other wearing a uraeus. Dattari 3702. Milne 2549. 

Scarce. Very fine plus 

The Canopi are divinities represented in the form of human-headed canopic jars (the vases 
in which the embalmed viscera of mummies were placed). The Canopi can be identified 

by their headdresses as Osiris and Isis, the god of the Underworld and his consort. 

——, Aemilian, 253 A.D., potin tetradrachm. Rev: Bust of Sarapis left, wearing modius 

with floral pattern, sceptre behind left shoulder. BMC 2118. Very rare. 
About extremely fine 

Sarapis was the chief god of Alexandria. Originally he was an Egyptian deity, his name 

being a compound of Osiris and Apis, applied to the defunct Apis bull, so to speak Apis 

in his “‘Osirian’’ form. At Alexandria he was worshipped in Hellenized form after the 

Ptolemies introduced a statue (actually of Hades) by the famous sculptor Bryaxis to the 

city with the intention of making it the center of a new cult. Among the Greek gods 

Sarapis was assimilated to both Zeus and Helios. 

NEW YORK AUCTION OF ANCIENT GREEK, 
ROMAN AND BYZANTINE COINS 

DECEMBER 6,1979 9a.m.—6 p.m. 
THE PLAZA HOTEL 

IN ADDITION TO OUR NEW YORK AUCTION IN DECEMBER 
NUMISMATIC FINE ARTS, INC. WILL BE HOLDING THEIR 
TRADITIONAL SPRING AUCTION IN BEVERLY HILLS 

40.00 

200.00 

750.00 

275.00 

800.00 



a
n
e
 

no
x 

a
s
e
 

O
e
 

‘
 

™
 

P
e
 

e
e
 

io
s 

a
 

a
r
 

ve
e 

at
 

o
y
 

, 
: 

, 

g
e
 


